
Abbreviated K-12 Developmental Writing Expectations for Essay Genres

Do NOT use for performance evaluation or grading .  ( 2006 (2010 revision) Sara Heisler

Descriptors define second semester proficiencies for an unassisted, 30-minute essay on an accessible topic.  Response meets criteria at and below grade level to qualify for rating (minor errors allowed).  (Ex: Some missing beginning capitals=rate at K level.) Consideration for (possibly at risk(:  4/8 ratings at two full years below current grade level.  (Example:  6th grader with 4 of 8 spring ratings at 4th  or below.)   Possibly “advanced”: at least two full years above current grade box in spring semester.

	
	End of K
	By end of 1
	By end of 2
	By end of 3
	By end of 4
	By end of 5
	By end of 6 and 7
	By end of 8 and 9
	By end of 10 and Career 11-12
	College Prep

	Quantity of Ideas

(Ignore structures, expression)
	6+ words, 2+ phrases
or 1+ sentence idea.
	At least 3 sentence ideas in entire response w/1+ modifier.
	At least 6 sentence ideas w/1+ modifying phrase/clause.
	At least 6 sentence ideas w/2+ phrases or 

1+ clause.
	>150 words.
Developing detailed support for topic.
	>200 words.
Developing detailed 

support for main ideas.
	>250 words, succinct style may be less.  Developing breadth or depth for each main idea in body. Balances emphasis in main ideas for topic and conclusion. 
	>300 words, succinct style may be less.  Developing breadth and depth in body ideas. Balances emphasis in main and supporting ideas for topic, conclusion, effect.
	>350-400 words, but credit clarity over volume. Complete, balanced ideas in breadth and depth that fully develop controlling idea and lead to conclusion and effect.
	>400 words.
Well-balanced breadth and depth for pur-pose, audience.

	Quality 

of Ideas
(Ignore other errors)
	Most ideas

relate to 

topic/genre.
May be simplistic.
	Ideas relate. Avoids repeat.

Statement(s) 

w/at least 1 detail/support.
	Adds reasons; description; facts; feeling/ thought/talk/
action details.
	Ideas show formulaic, purpose, reasoning patterns. 
	Relevant ideas. 

Support is reasoning or evidence.
	Basic logic, short-long term, opinion vs. fact; summary vs. “ “ or paraphrase.
	Relevant, credible ideas.  Critical and creative thinking emerging from self to audience views. Avoids plagiarism, overusing “ ” or paraphrase; glaring thinking errors
	Focused ideas address audience needs. Combines critical + creative thinking from broadening views. Defines terms, bias, supports claims, avoids major fallacies.
	Precisely focused ideas appeal to audience attitudes, knowledge.  Integrates logic, critical/creative thinking from broad views. Avoids fallacies, half-truths, misleading.
	Controlled focus.

Universal views, truth, valid, appeal.

	General

Structures
(Ignore other errors)
	Sense of  patterns: sequence, big idea to details...
	Idea order or words suggest basic thinking patterns (by step, time…).
	Beginning, middle, sense of end. Basic thinking pat-terns evident.
	Beg/mid/end.Basic patterns w/connectors.
Indents ¶ and new speaker.
	Patterns group ideas. Developing related connectors.
	Connected beg/mid/end. Structure and connectors match thinking.
	Structure matches common prose tasks/genres. Developing appropriate connecting words/ phrases/clauses.  Avoids “fore-casting” and pointless repetition.
	Developing structures for complex thinking: rhetorical (refutation, parallel…); reasoning (inductive, deductive, abductive); formulaic (rhyme/rhythm, shift tone/time...).
	Logical, smooth order of complex ideas enhances meaning/effect.  Generally controls structures and connectors for diverse thinking patterns between and within ideas.
	Integrating diverse patterns to accomplish purpose.

	Sentence

Structures
(only)
	Sense of subject-verb-object/ complement
	SVO/C order w/modifying word/phrase. 1st cap + (.!?).
	, compound.
, even series.
, in dates.
, before “  ” 
	, intro/inserted clauses.
, for address. 

(, . ! ?) for “  ”
	Combines, avoiding run-on, fragments, misplacement.
	, uneven series.
, adj, adj noun. interjection,…

: simple series.
	Developing coordinate/subordinate. , for who-m-se/that/which clause. Avoids misplaced wd/phr/clause; dangling modifiers. MLA citation.
	Generally controls standard sentence structures.  Developing effect/meaning with , vs. (  ) vs. – vs. … vs. : vs. ;.  MLA structures.
	Consistently controls standard sentence structures.  Drama structures/punct., quote within quote, double brackets [(   )]. 
	Controls structure, punctuation w/rare errors. 

	Voice 

Expression
	Expresses own ideas.
	Uses (I-me.” 
Past/p/f verbs.
	POV, time. Implied tone.
	Evidence of  4 voice elements.
	4 clear voice elements.
	Avoids incorrect shifts in voice.  
	All 4 voice elements appropriate, clear.  Correct use of 2nd person.
	Consistent real or assumed voice.  Active vs. passive voice. 
	4 elements enhance effect, match style. Developing indirect devices.
	Controls voice elements.

	Style of 

Expression
(Ignore other errors)
	Adds at least 1 adjective, adverb, phrase to sentence in entire response.
	Overall, uses 7 parts of speech, singular/plural/possessive. Avoids listing or glaring repetition. 
	Varies first words, many modifiers. Reg/irregular noun/pronoun/verb forms + comparison words.
	Variety.

Subject-verb, noun-pronoun, comparative modifiers, pronouns agree. No dbl. negative.
	Intentional, specific words for clear  meaning.  Common related and separated words agree.
	Intentional techniques for clear meaning.

Words/phrases agree in number, gender, case, tense.  
	Intentional choices to interest, make meaning (word choice and figurative, literal, literary devices).  Conditionals, Who/which/that clauses.  Separated number, gender, case, antecedent, parallel, climaxing ideas agree. Avoids inappropriate style shifts.
	Appropriate and intentional choices, specific language and connotations to enhance meaning, purpose, tone, effect.  Sense of fluency, cadence.  Avoids verbosity, redundancy, misplacements. Style consistent with real or assumed voice.  
	Effective correlation between voice and style.  Precise, succinct language enhances intended effect.  Developing fluency; cadence; control of grammar/usage; rhetorical, literary, literal and figurative devices to clarify and unite ideas. 
	Controls and correlates voice and stylistic choices.  Vivid, fluent,
precise language.

	Spelling

Conventions
(only)
	Dominant sounds; Caps for names, I 
	Initial-medial-final sounds + suffix. Caps names, day/mo
	Spells sounds; prefix/suffixes, n’t, ’s words. Cap noun/title. 
	Spells words. Altered ending, n’t/’ve, ‘s/s’. Cap title wds.
	1-2 syll. wds. Confused wds, compounds.  Most capitals.
	Common 1-2-3 syllable words, blends, hyphens, plural ‘ (A’s, 3’s)
	Intermediate 1-2-3-syllable words. Silent sounds, harder blends.  Single/plural possession. Hyphen to combine vs. slash for each word. 
	Uses and spells common adult-level words, including confusing words, homophones, rule-breakers, words with no tie to spelling rules.
	Uses and spells standard adult words.  May have minor errors in words that are confusing, break rules, hyphenated, foreign.
	Uses/spells academic words.

Italics.

	Text

Conventions
(only)
	Letters in horizontal fashion.
	Legible letters. 4 margins, left is ≈ straight. 
	Most spacing. Friendly letter. No random caps.
	Spacing.  Time, #, $, % symbol. Title vs. ‘Title”
	4+ words/line.

Syllable hyphen.
Abbrev.Acronym
	Legible, neat.  Typed Title vs. written Title.
	Friendly, technology, business letter formats and text features/symbols.   Basic MLA sources, Works Cited
	Appealing presentation. Legible, 8-10 words per line. MLA rules. 

Italics, “ ”, __ for special meaning.
	Controls 1-9 boxes.  Brackets ( ), [  ], < > as appropriate for genre. Range of MLA conventions.
	Consistent use of rules first time.


